
ISLAMIC  CIVILIZATION



During the beginning of the 7th 
century...

● Arabian peninsula was in a 
state of warfare

● In AD 732, Arabs ruled an 
empire stretching from 
Pyrenees to the borders of 
India. (Even bigger than the 
Roman empire)

● Pre-Islamic Arabian Peninsula



Who is MUHAMMAD?
● Son of a merchant
● Born in AD570 at Mecca, a prosperous city (between Indian ocean 

and Mediterranean)
● Was 40 years old when he began to preach
● He stressed that he was not divine, but only a man whom God had 

been sent to call men to God’s worship, and to bid them put away 
evil before the end of the world and the Last Judgement, which 
would not be long delayed

● Says that there is only one God, Allah



Who is 
MUHAMMAD?
● According to Islamic doctrine, he was 

God's Messenger, sent to confirm the 
essential teachings of monotheism 
preached previously by Adam, 
Abraham, Moses, Jesus, and other 
prophets.

● Viewed as the final prophet of God in 
all branches of Islam

● Muhammad united Arabia into a single 
Muslim polity and his teachings, 
practices, and the Quran form the basis 
of Islamic religious belief.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Muhammad_in_Islam
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tawhid
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Adam_in_Islam
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Abraham_in_Islam
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Moses_in_Islam
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jesus_in_Islam
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Prophets_and_messengers_in_Islam
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Arabia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Polity
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Quran


● This Islamic empire was held together 
through (1) religion and (2) Arabic 
language (Koran was written in this 
language)

● In 622, Muhammad and his followers 
were forced to flee Mecca because the 
ruling merchants did not like their 
teachings

● Found sanctuary in Yathrib, 300 miles to 
the north, which became known as the 
“City of the Prophet” or “The City” 
(Medina)

Who is 
MUHAMMAD?



Who is MUHAMMAD?
● This event, the Hijra, marks the beginning of the Islamic calendar, also 

known as the Hijri Calendar. 
● After his death, the revelations he had delivered over a period of over 20 

years were collected into a book, the Koran

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hijra_(Islam)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Islamic_calendar


What is ISLAM?

● Means submission to the will of God
● Islam proclaimed that all men were equal before Allah; it promised Paradise 

to true believers; and it was tolerant enough to accept Moses and Jesus as 
prophets, along with Muhammad.

● Islam teaches that the surest way to paradise is to die fighting in the 
cause of God

● The only formal requirement for the convert to Islam is to testify that 
there is no god but the one God, Allah, and that Muhammad is his 
prophet

● Conquered lands: Iraq (637), Syria (640), Egypt (611), Persia (650)



Islamic Civilization

750 the Abbasid family defeats Marwan, last 
caliph of the Omayyad dynasty

● The years of the new Abbasid Dynasty were 
the period of Islamic civilization, “time of 
the Arabian Nights”

● Shifted capital from Damascus to Baghdad.
● 762 Caliph Mansur laid foundations of 

Round City



Essential Features of the Islamic City
● Mosque

○ The place of worship for Islam
○ In the center of the round city
○ Alongside it is the Palace of the Golden 

Gate (Caliph’s residence)
● Public Bath

○ For bodily and spiritual cleansing
● Market

○ Great markets arouse outside the Round 
City.

○ Baghdad (and Basra) thrived as centres 
of commerce. 

○ Famous for its three-coloured fabrics



ISLAM TODAY



Islam Today
● The Holy Quran 

○ Divine book revealed to Muhammad
○ Criterion for right and wrong
○ All guidance from Allah for all mankind comes from this

● Mecca
○ Regarded as the holiest city in Islam
○ Site of Muhammad’s first revelation of the Quran

● Hajj
○ Pilgrimage to Mecca
○ Once in lifetime requirement for all able Muslims
○ More than 15 million Muslims visit Mecca annually, including several million during the few days of 

the Hajj

● Star and Crescent
○ Symbol of Ottoman Empire in the 19th century, became associated with Islam



Five Pillars of Islam
1. Declaration of faith
2. Prayer (morning, midday, 

afternoon, sunset, night) 
3. Fasting during Ramadhan 

(Saum)
4. Tax on wealth (Zakaat)
5. Pilgrimage (Hajj)

1. The Holy Qu’ran 
2. Practice of the Holy 

Prophet (Sunnah) 
3. Sayings of the Holy 

Prophet (Hadith)

Islamic Law



Video: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PDxKxnVZtgo



Contribution of Islamic 

Civilization to the Philippines



Philippine history cannot be 

complete without a study of Muslim 

development

 - Dr. Renato Constantino



● Islam came to the Philippines 

around the 13th century

● Islam is not a religion but a way of 

life

● Muslims in the Philippines are 

culturally related to the muslims of 

other Southeast Asian Countries. 



11 Ethnic Groups

1. Maranao

2. Maguindanao

3. Iranun

4. Tausug

5. Yakan

1. Sama/Badjao

2. Sangil

3. Kaagan

4. Kolibugan

5. Palawan

6. Molbog


