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Judaism and Christianity: Similarities
● Belief in an Almighty God who is holy, righteous & loving
● Both share the Hebrew Scriptures (Old Testament) as the 

authoritative word of God
● Believe in the existence of heaven and hell
● They have the same ethical code, Judeo-Christian
● Both teach that God has a special plan for Israeli and 

Jewish people



Judaism and Christianity: Differences
Judaism

● Does not include New Testament
● Recognizes Jesus as a good 

teacher, and perhaps even a 
prophet of God

● Does not believe that Jesus is 
the Messiah

● Strongly denies that Jesus was 
God or that such a sacrifice 
was necessary

Christianity

● Inclusion of New Testament
● Teaches that Jesus Christ is 

the fulfillment of the Old 
Testament prophecies of a 
coming Messiah/Savior

● Teaches that Jesus was God in 
flesh

● Teaches that God became a human 
being in the Person of Jesus 
Christ so He could lay down His 
life to pay the price for our 
sins



Origin of Judaism
● Formed: Though the Jewish calendar goes back more than 5000 years, most 

scholars date the beginning of the religion of the Israelites to their 
forefather in faith, Abraham, whose life is generally dated to circa 
2000-1800 B.C.E.

● Origin: Canaan is the biblical name for the area between the Jordan River 
and the Mediterranean, approximately the equivalent of what today 
comprises the state of Israel and the Palestinian territories.

● Followers: The worldwide count of adherents of Judaism is difficult, as 
some Jewish movements dispute the legitimate Jewish identity of others. 
Many do not affiliate with any particular branch, and may then be left out 
of census reports.



Origin
● Headquarters: While Jerusalem remains the center of Jewish spirituality, 

the lack of a Temple or any administrative or jurisdictional authority 
prevents it from being an organizational center.



Christianity in rome
● In earlier times, Christianity had been only one several 

competing religions, the most important of which was the 
Persian cult of Mithras, teh sun-god

● In 380AD Christianity was proclaimed the roman empire's 
official religion

● The notion of the Trinity of God as Father, Son, and Holy 
Ghost may have been difficult to grasp, but the Christian 
Ideal of the brotherhood of man was revolutionary.



Short History
● The civilization of the Hebrews lasted from 1800 BCE to 

70 CE (about 1900 years)
● The Hebrews founded the religion of Judaism



Jewish Timeline
1800 BCE - Abraham and Sarah begin the 

Journey to Judaism
1250 BCE - Moses leads Hebrews out of 

Egyptian bondage
1000 BCE - King David unites and grows the 

Kingdom
950 BCE - King Solomon builds First Temple in 

Jerusalem
722 BCE - Assyrians destroy Northern Israelite 

Kingdom, disperse ten tribes
586 BCE - Babylonians overthrow Southern 

Kingdom, destroy first Temple,
take Judeans to Babylonia

428 BCE - Second Temple dedicated by Ezra 
and Nehemiah

164 BCE - Hasmonean revolt against Greek 
rule (celebrated by Chanukkah)

70 - Second Temple destroyed by Romans
135 - Bar Kochba rebellion
200 - Mishnah codified
500 - Babylonian Talmud codified
1492 - Jews expelled from Spain
1880 - Mass emigrations to America begin
1938 - Kristallnakht begins Holocaust
1948 - State of Israel declared
1972 - First American woman rabbi (Sally 

  Preisand) ordained



● Published in 1934
● The book is widely considered the genesis 

of the Reconstructionist Movement, 
representing a watershed moment in 
modern Judaism. 

● In this classic book, Mordecai Kaplan 
introduced a new way of looking at 
Judaism: as an evolving religious 
civilization. His approach required 
innovation in liturgy and ritual, 
elimination of obsolete customs, and 
adjustment in light of prevailing social, 
political, and cultural conditions. 

● Kaplan felt that all Jews—traditional and 
liberal, religious and secular—could play a 
part in this “reconstruction.” Judaism as a 
Civilization, first published in 1934, 
remains one of the most original and 
thought-provoking contributions to modern 
Jewish thought



Religious Writings
“THE MISHNAH”
Halakhah
● collective body of Jewish religious 

laws derived from the Written and 
Oral Torah

● includes the 613 
mitzvot("commandments"), subsequent 
Talmudic and rabbinic law and the 
customs and traditions compiled in 
the Shulchan Aruch (literally 
"Prepared Table", but more commonly 
known as the "Code of Jewish Law")

“THE TALMUD”
● Authoritative source of Jewish law 

and tradition
● Haggadah - stories illustrating the 

application of law

TORAH
● Most sacred text of 

Judaism
● Has a record of 

past events and 
laws that are 
important to the 
Israelites

● Made up of 5 books: 
Genesis, Exodus, 
Leviticus, Numbers, 
Deuteronomy

Biblical Writings
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Historical Figures

3761 BCE → 2831 BCE
According to Jewish tradition, Adam 
and Eve were the first human beings 
to be created.

2705 BCE → 1755 BCE
Noah was a righteous man in 
the generation of the big 
Flood. Thanks to his 
righteousness he was chosen 
by God to save humanity and 
animals. Therefore, all 
humanity today originates 
from him.

1813 BCE → 1638 BCE
Abraham and Sarah 
are the first 
patriarch and 
matriarch of the 
Jewish nation. 
Parents of Isaac. 
Abraham is 
considered to be the 
founder of 
monotheism.

1713 BCE → 1533 
BCE
Isaac and 
Rebekah are the 
second 
generation of 
Israel's 
patriarchs and 
matriarchs. 
Parents of 
Jacob.
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