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PHA holds conference on history
of governance, corruption
With the dawn of a new national
administration,
the
Philippine
Historical Association (PHA) offers a
chance to look back at the history of
Philippine Governance, look at some
best practices and dig at the cultural
and historical roots of corruption
in the country to offer some lessons
not just for our leaders, but for each
stakeholder—the Filipino citizen.
PHA will hold a national gathering of
historians, researchers and history/
social science educators on the theme
“Philippine Governance: Historical
Perspectives” on August 18-20, 2016
at Ateneo de Davao University, Davao
City, in line with the celebration of
History Month.
According to Dr. Emmanuel F.
Calairo, president of the association,
the conference hopes to produce
insights that “may shed alternatives
to understand and offer approaches
to deal with existing social problems.”
Furthermore, he states that “the
identification of recurring themes
or historical patterns in Philippine
governance may lead to further

understanding of the nature of our
societal structures and explain current
and emerging political and cultural
issues.” The conference aims to: 1) serve
as platform for reflection, interaction,
and discussion of new and emerging
researches and perspectives on the
history of governance in the Philippines;
and 2) enhance the knowledge and
skills of history/social studies educators
in teaching Philippine government and
political history.
Fr. Albert Alejo SJ will give the
keynote speech on Filipino political and
cultural psychology. Dr. Zeus Salazar,
retired professor of history at the
University of the Philippines Diliman
will talk about the topic, “Bakit Walang
Katuturan ang Katiwalian sa Sinaunang
Lipunan: Ang Kinagisnang Pagbabahagi
ng Kaginhawahang Bayan.” Dr. Ma.
Carmen V. Penalosa of Miriam College
will speak on “The Origins and Rise of
Political Corruption in the Philippines:
Ang Kasaysayan ng Pagkawala ng
Kaginhawahang Bayan, 1588-2016.”
Dr. Raul Roland Sebastian, Chair
of the Polytechnic University of the

Philippines History Department will
shed light on the subject “Pamahalaang
Pilipino: Tunggalian ng Kultura at
Burukrasya.” Dr. Ambeth R. Ocampo
of the Ateneo de Manila University
will look into “Ferdinand Marcos’
Diaries: The View from Within” while
Dr. Evelyn Songco of the University
of Santo Tomas will give the synthesis
and reflection: “History Educators as
Advocates of Good Governance.”
There is also a plenary session
on understanding the history and
governance in Mindanao, with
lectures by Dr. Heidi Gloria of
Ateneo de Davao University on “Why
The Bangsamoro? The Historical
Antecedents to the Muslim Problem
in Mindanao”; Prof. Ayshia F. Kunting
of Western Mindanao State University
on “Arbitrary Autonomy: History of
Governance in Muslim Mindanao” and
Mr. Jonathan Catubig on “Bangsa: A
Historical And Cultural Discourse on
Moro Ethnic Polity Nationhood and
Martial Culture.” This will be followed
by simultaneous sessions of paper
readings from the participants.
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International Council for Historical and Cultural Cooperation-Southeast Asia

“Towards a more dynamic historical and cultural
cooperation in Southeast Asia”
EMMANUEL F. CALAIRO, Ph.D.
President, Philippine Historical Association

I

n August 2015, the first PHA international
conference held at the University of
Santo Tomas was warmly received by
scholars, researchers, writers and teachers of
history and social sciences here and abroad.
At the end of the conference, the number of
participants listed including the speakers and
organizers spiraled to 500 delegates which is an
unprecedented attendance in PHA activities.
One of the reasons for this was the decision of
the PHA Board to accommodate international
themes so that foreign scholars could
participate in the event. This international
conference was attended by the officers
and members of the Malaysian Historical
Society (PSM) and the Society of Indonesian
Historians (MSI). Prior to the conference, the
PHA president drafted a memorandum of
understanding to be signed by PHA, PSM and
MSI with the end purpose of promoting the
historical and cultural heritage of the region.
The three groups met at the University of
Santo Tomas and after a thorough discussion,
they approved the revisions and signed the
document the following day. The MOU
will allow Malaysians, Indonesians and
Filipinos to carry out collaborative historical
research activities, joint sponsorships of
events, partnership in journals and other
publications, cultural visits, among others.
The highlight of the MOU is the creation
of the International Council for Historical
and Cultural Cooperation-Southeast Asia
ICHCC-SEA, a consortium that is dedicated
to the promotion of history and culture of
Southeast Asia. This is very timely because as
mentioned in the conference keynote address
of Dr. Serena Diokno, chair of the National
Historical Commission of the Philippines,
the so called ASEAN is not basically cultural
but a political creation designed to unify the
countries in the region. It does not directly
stipulate the promotion nor highlight the
shared culture of its member countries. The

Signing of the Memorandum of Understanding by the heads of the Philippine Historical Association,
Malaysian Historical Society and Society of Indonesian Historians.

Second International Conference of ICHCC-SEA held in November 2015 in West Sumatra, Indonesia.

creation of ICHCC-SEA is a response to the
challenge posed by Dr. Diokno. After the
conference, the three organizations started
to chart their common direction towards

the promotion of history and culture in the
region. This venture of the first international
conference of PHA marked the first
international conference of the ICHCC-SEA.
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Filipino, Indonesian and Malaysian historians united by a common desire to promote cultural cooperation
and strengthen historical awareness on our common heritage.

PHA delegates to the Third International Conference of ICHCC-SEA held in August 2016 Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia.

ICHCC-SEA Executive Committee meeting held in August 2016 at the headquarters of the Malaysian Historical
Society in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia.

Not long after the August 2015 event,
the PHA was invited by the Society of
Indonesian Historians (MSI) for the Second
International Conference of ICHCC-SEA
which was held on November 26-29, 2015 at
Bukittinggi, West Sumatra, Indonesia. The

gathering, titled International Seminar on
History and Culture, was attended by scholars
from Malaysia, Philippines and Indonesia.
The Philippine delegation was represented
by yours truly and Dr. Augusto de Viana,
chair of UST Department of History. Both
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of us delivered our papers concerning shared
heritage in pre-colonial Southeast Asia. The
conference was concluded with a tour of the
various historical and cultural sites in West
Sumatra.
On August 9-10, 2016, the Malaysian
Historical Society hosted the third ICHCCSEA International Conference at Kuala
Lumpur with the theme History and Culture
in Pre-Colonial Malay Archipelago. The
conference keynote speaker was Honourable
Tan Sri Dato’ Seri Utama Dr. Rais Yatim,
special adviser to the Malaysian Government
on socio-cultural matters. Dr. Luis Dery, (De
La Salle University-Manila), Dr. Augusto
de Viana (UST) and Mr. Jonathan Balsamo
(Museo Valenzuela) were among the speakers.
The last day of the conference featured a tour
of Putrajaya and the National Museum of the
History of Malaysia.
In line with all these happenings, the
Directorate General of Culture, Ministry
of Education and Culture of the Republic
of Indonesia and the Indonesian Historian
Society (Masyarakat Sejarawan Indonesia) will
be organizing the 10th National Conference
on History with the theme: “Maritime
Culture and the Dynamics of Nation Life in
Historical Perspectives” on November 7-10,
2016. The objective of the conference is to
gather historians to discuss various national
historical issues; to review and evaluate
national historiography in relation to the
character development of the nation, the
development of the science of history and the
development of the teaching of history. PHA,
as an active member of ICHCC-SEA, has been
invited to participate in the conference which
will be held at the Grand Sahid Jakarta Hotel
at Jakarta, Indonesia. This invitation clearly
conveys PHA’s recognition as Indonesia’s
partner in promoting history and culture in
the region.
Next year, PHA will host the Fourth
International Conference of ICHCC-SEA
with the theme Revisiting the Malay World
(NUSANTARA). The theme was discussed
and approved by the three organizations
during their meeting held at the Persatuan
Sejarah Malaysia Board Room in Kuala
Lumpur on August 11, 2016.
With all these developments, I enjoin
everyone to continuously support and
participate in the projects not only of PHA
but the ICHCC-SEA as well which is our
doorway to a more dynamic historical and
cultural cooperation in Southeast Asia.
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CHED Holds Meeting on
Historical Revisionism

PHA HOLDS CONFERENCE ON
TEACHING RIZAL
PHA organized a national
conference
on
teaching
the Rizal Course on 11-12
December 2015 at the National
Commission for Culture
and the Arts, Intramuros,
Manila. Prof. Wensley Reyes
(Philippine Normal University) talked on
Reflective Teaching and the Ideals of the Rizal
Law; Dr. Vernon Totanes (Ateneo de Manila
University) on Rizaliana Online; Ms. Gemma
Cruz Araneta (Rizal Family) on Si Rizal bilang
Kapamilya (Anak, Kapatid, Bayaw, Tiyuhin);
Dr. Augusto De Viana (University of Santo
Tomas) on Revisiting “Controversial Issues”
on Rizal’s Life and Heroism; Dr. Jose Victor
Torres (De La Salle University Manila) on A La

The Commission on Higher Education
called a meeting on Historical Revisionism and
other issues in the teaching of contemporary
history last April 15, 2016. Presided by CHED
Chair Patricia Licuanan, the meeting was
attended by representatives of various social
science groups that are members of the Philippine
Social Science Council. Prof. Xiao Chua and Ms.
Gemma Cruz Araneta represented the PHA in
this meeting which tackled the many reasons
why there is forgetfulness in certain aspects of
our contemporary history and resolved that
there should be a forum that should clarify the
assertion that the Marcos era was the golden
age of the Philippines that would tap economic
historians and other experts.

Camp Eldridge Renamed
Camp Macario Sakay

Juventud Filibusteros (A Re-examination of Jose
Rizal’s Second Novel El Filibusterismo); Jonathan
Balsamo (Museo Valenzuela) on Dis-Kursong
Rizal: Pagkukumpara at Pagsusuri ng mga Silabo
sa Kursong Rizal; Dr. Evelyn Songco (University
of Santo Tomas) on Use of Active Learning in
Teaching Rizal Course. Prof. Xiao Chua and
Prof. John Ray Ramos facilitated the tour of
Rizal Shrine/ Fort Santiago on the second day
of the conference.

In January 2016, Armed Forces of the
Philippines Chief of Staff Gen. Hernando
DCA Iriberri issued General Orders No. 30,
renaming Camp Eldridge to Camp General
Macario Sakay. The move was spearheaded by
Lt. Col. Ronald Jess S. Alcudia and Philippine
Veterans Affairs Office Administrator Ernesto
Carolina who forwarded the matter to the PHA
Board. Prof. Xiao Chua prepared a resolution
recommending to the Department of National
Defense to rename Camp Eldridge in Los
Baños, Laguna to Camp General Macario
Sakay. It was approved by the PHA Board in
July 2013 as a fitting tribute to recognize Sakay’s
unsung heroism and was sent to PVAO, AFP
and DVD for consideration.

70th Victory Day Commemorated by PHA with War
Veterans and the Youth

On September 3, 1945, General Tomoyuki Yamashita signed the
instrument of surrender to the Americans in Baguio after being defeated
by the Filipino guerillas. To commemorate the 70th anniversary of this
historic event, a symposium entitled “Images of Valor and Victory: Hour
of Redemption, The End of World War II in the Philippines” was organized
by the Philippine Veterans Affairs Office and the PHA in cooperation with
the Spyron-AV Manila on September 3, 2015 at Baguio Convention Center.
The event was attended by 600 veterans, cadets, teachers and students. PHA
public relations officer Xiao Chua gave a lecture on “HEALING IN THE
MIDST OF RAPE: Medical Professionals during the Battle for the Liberation
of Manila (3 February – 3 March 1945).”

PHA Honors Maggie Leones, Lioness of
Philippine Guerilla Spies

Magdalena Leones, who recently passed away last 16 June 2016
at the age of 95, died an American citizen but was a true daughter of the
mountains of Kalinga. She was buried on 12 July 2016, with full military
honors at the Libingan ng mga Bayani. Leones exhibited the big role of
women in defending our freedoms. During the service, Leones was honored
by a resolution by the Philippine Historical Association, “to recognize the
heroism of Magdalena Leones, and to proliferate her life and deeds among its
membership composed of teachers and historians. And in doing so, they may
be able to teach her inspiring story to the younger generation and to restore her
as one of the known heroes of our nation.” The resolution, penned by Xiao
Chua, was read during the service by Prof. Gloria Melencio.

PHA Holds Independence Day Colloquium

In celebration of the 118th Anniversary of the Proclamation of
Philippine Independence, PHA and the PUP Department of History
conducted a colloquium on “Philippine Government through the Years:
From Bonifacio’s Haring Bayang Katagalugan to Rizal’s República Federal de
Filipinas?” held at PUP Sta. Mesa, Manila on June 16. Dr. Pablo Trillana,

PHA HOLDS TEACHING HISTORY SEMINAR IN PANGASINAN
With a support from the National Commission for Culture and the
Arts, PHA and Pangasinan State University have conducted a Seminar
on Teaching Philippine History and Heritage on March 11, 2016 at
Pangasinan State University, Lingayen, Pangasinan. PHA officers
Jonathan Balsamo and Wensley Reyes served as speakers. Mr. Balsamo
talked about “Developing a Sense of Community and History through
Community Museums” and Mr Reyes shared about “Developing Critical
Thinking Skills in Learning History”. The seminar was attended by 200
students of PSU who are majors in education and social studies.
former president of the Philippine Historical Association and former chair
of the National Historical Institute delivered a lecture on “Rizal’s Prediction:
A Federal Republic”; Dr. Emmanuel Calairo of De La Salle University Dasmarinas talked on “Bid for Independence: Genesis of the Philippine
Government”; and Dr. Raul Sebastian, head of the PUP Department of
History, discussed “Understanding Philippine Socio-Political Realities in the
Post-War Era.” The event was attended by about 200 history major students
and teachers from PUP and other universities in Manila, Pangasinan and
Iloilo.

