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Prof. Dery cites three sources in support of his contention that Bonifacio was killed in Limbon 

on April 23, 1897.  Looking at these sources in turn: 

 

(a) Manuel Artigas y Cuerva, Glorias nacionales: Andres Bonifacio y El ‘Katipunan’ (Manila: 

Librería ‘Manila Filatelica’, 1911), p.89.  Artigas y Cuerva draws here on a personal interview 

with Emilio Aguinaldo, one of the key protagonists.  Aguinaldo, says Artigas y Cuerva, related 

that Bonifacio had been sentenced to death by a Council of War and that “esa decisión se 

cumplió en Maragondon el día 23 de Abril de 1897”.  There are three major problems with 

this evidence: (i) most crucially, Aguinaldo does not corroborate Dery’s case that Bonifacio was 

killed in Limbon – he says that Bonifacio was killed in Maragondon; (ii) if Aguinaldo was 

reportedly correctly by Artigas y Cuerva as saying Bonifacio was killed in Maragondon on April 

23, 1897, he was demonstrably wrong, because Bonifacio was indeed in Limbon on that date 

(and Aguinaldo and his embryonic government were in Naik, so none of the leading 

protagonists was then in Maragondon); and (iii) Artigas y Cuerva contradicts the “April 23” 

version on two other pages of the same work – on p.98 he cites the letter Bonifacio wrote to 

Jacinto on April 24, and on p.59 he says Bonifacio was killed on April 26.  Artigas y Cuerva’s 

work, in sum, is so flawed by inconsistencies on this specific point that it must be discounted. 

 

(b) An article in El Renacimiento, April 23, 1903, stating that relatives and friends of Bonifacio 

were commemorating the anniversary of his death on that date.  The article does not indicate 

what basis the participants had for believing the anniversary fell on April 23. 

 

(c) Gonzalo Cue Malay, “Hinggil sa Kasaysayan ng Pilipinas,” Muling Pagsilang, November 2, 

1906, stating that Bonifacio had been killed by Agapito Bonson and company in Limbon on 

April 23, 1897. Again, the article does not specify the origin of this information.   

 

These three sources, therefore, do not give any substance to the April 23 thesis, let alone prove 

it.   

 

Against their scant, maverick testimony must be weighed the mass of evidence that has 

persuaded every historian over the course of the past century that Bonifacio was still alive after 

April 23.   

 

In his powerpoint presentation Dery considers only a tiny fraction of this evidence, namely the 

signatures of Pantaleon Garcia and Andres Bonifacio on the trial documents.  The multiple 

signatures of Pantaleon Garcia were debated long ago by Teodoro Agoncillo and Carlos 

Quirino, the former concluding they were faked and the latter concluding they were authentic.  

It would be good to have an expert opinion.  No previous historian, however, has questioned 

the authenticity of Bonifacio’s signature.  Dery says it looks suspect because it is weak and 

shaky.  But it is weak and shaky, others would say, because Bonifacio had been seriously 

wounded, he had not been given proper medical attention for days, his wife had been abused, 

one brother had been killed, another brother had been beaten witless, and he was undergoing 

trial by a kangaroo court for which he had only contempt.  Despite its weakness and shakiness, 

the signature is still recognizably Bonifacio’s. 



 

In the course of a brief powerpoint presentation, it is obviously not possible to engage with the 

full body of evidence that has convinced other historians Bonifacio was still alive after April 23.  

It would, however, have been helpful if Dery had at least acknowledged the extent and 

cumulative weight of this evidence, and had given his audience some hint as to why he rejects it 

all.   

 

If he wishes to make his case credible, Dery will need to focus on far more than a few 

signatures in the trial documents.  He will need to demonstrate, ideally in an article in a peer-

reviewed journal, that all the documents and testimonies listed below are either forgeries or 

misrepresentations of fact.  Until he accomplishes that task, there is no good reason to doubt 

that Bonifacio was killed on May 10, 1897. 

 

Contemporary documents: 

 

Andres Bonifacio, Letter to Emilio Jacinto, April 24, 1897 (Encarnacion collection). 

Andres Bonifacio, Letter to Julio Nakpil, April 24, 1897 (Archivo General Militar de Madrid). 

Andres Bonifacio, Letter to Mariano Alvarez, April 27, 1897 (reproduced in Jose P. Santos, Si 
Andres Bonifacio at ang Himagsikan, p.36). 

Trial documents, April 28, 1897 to May 8, 1897, which bear the signatures, amongst others, of 

Andres Bonifacio, Gregoria de Jesus, Procopio Bonifacio, Emilio Aguinaldo, Baldomero 

Aguinaldo, Mariano Noriel, Tomas Mascardo, Mariano Riego de Dios, Pantaleon Garcia and 

Lazaro Macapagal. 

Antonino Guevarra, Letters to Emilio Jacinto, May 3 and May 7/8, 1897, cited in Epifanio de 

los Santos, “Andres Bonifacio”. 
 

Testimony of individuals who were in Cavite at the time: 

 

Gregoria de Jesus, Letter to Emilio Jacinto, undated, circa May 1897 (reproduced in Agoncillo, 

Revolt). 
Gregoria de Jesus, Letter to Emilio Jacinto, October 25, 1898 (Encarnacion collection). 

Gregoria de Jesus, Mga tala ng aking buhay.  

Gregoria de Jesus, Letter to José P. Santos, June 2, 1929 (cited in Agoncillo, Revolt). 
Artemio Ricarte, Himagsikan nang manga Pilipino laban sa Kastila. 

Santiago Alvarez, Ang Katipunan at ang Paghihimagsik.  
Francisco Carreon, “Maikling kasaysayan ng aking buhay” (cited in Agoncillo, Revolt). 
Teleforo Canseco, “Historia de la Insurrección Filipina en Cavite”. 

Emilio Aguinaldo, Mga gunita ng himagsikan. 

Carlos Ronquillo, Ilang talata tungkol sa Paghihimagsik. 

Pantaleon Garcia, “Maikling kasaysayan ng Himagsikan sa Pilipinas” (extracted in Agoncillo, 

Revolt). 
Lazaro Makapagal, testimony in Philippines Free Press, December 1, 1928. 

Lazaro Makapagal, Letter to José P. Santos dated June 27, 1929 reproduced by Isagani R. 

Medina in his edition of Ronquillo, Ilang talata.  
Agueda Esteban (as reported in a biography by her granddaughter, Remedios Romero; cited in 

Agoncillo, Revolt). 
Residents of Maragondon and Mount Nagpatong, Testimony reported in a letter from Fr. 

Lupo S. Dumandan, parish priest of Maragondon, published in Taliba, January 12, 1912, 

extracted in Ocampo, Bones of Contention. 


