
Michael Charleston B. Chua, KasPil1 readings, DLSU-Manila 
 

1 

 
José Rizal, Juan Luna   José Rizal, Felix Resurrección Hidalgo 

 
HOMAGE TO LUNA AND HIDALGO 

 
José Rizal 

 
[A toast delivered at a banquet in the Restaurant Inglés, Madrid, on the evening of June 25, 1884 
in honor of Juan Luna, winner of the gold medal for his painting, “El Spoliarium,” and Felix 
Resurrección Hidalgo, winner of a silver medal, for his painting “Virgenes Cristianas Expuestas 
al Populacho” at a Exposición Nacional de Bellas Artes de Madrid]∗ 
 
"GENTLEMEN: Upon taking the floor I am untroubled by the thought that you might listen to 
me with indifference, because you are here to join your enthusiasm to ours, which is fired by our 
youth, and you cannot help but be indulgent. The air is full of empathetic good feeling; currents 
of brotherhood fly in every direction; generous souls are listening and, therefore, I do not fear for 
my humble person nor doubt your benevolence. Men of heart, you only seek hearts, and from the 
heights where noble emotions dwell, you single out nothing that is petty mean-spiritedness. You 
see the whole, you judge the cause and hold out your hand to one such as myself, who wishes to 

                                                 
∗  Introductory note by Manuel L. Quezon III in 20 Speeches That Moved A Nation (Pasig City:  Platypus 

Publishing and Anvil Publishing, 2002), 15.  Text translated from the Spanish by Elizabeth Medina, Rizal According 
to Retana (Second Edition), 2000.  
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join you in one single thought, one sole aspiration: the glory of genius, the splendor of the 
country.(Good, very good; applause.)  
 
"In effect, I shall state the reason why we are gathered. In the history of nations there are names 
that by themselves signify an achievement, that bring to mind affections and greatness. Names 
which, like magic formulas, evoke pleasant and smiling ideas; names which become something 
like a pact, a symbol of peace, a bond of love between nations. The names of Luna and Hidalgo 
belong among them - their glories illuminate two ends of the globe: the East and the West, 
España and Filipinas. Upon pronouncing them, gentlemen, I envision two brilliant arches, each 
rising from the two regions, that entwine above in the heights, impelled by the sympathy of 
common origin, and from that height they bind two peoples with eternal ties, two peoples 
separated in vain by the seas and space, two peoples in which the seeds of disunion do not 
germinate, BLINDLY SOWN BY MEN AND THEIR TYRANNY. Luna and Hidalgo are as 
much Spanish glories as they are Filipino. Just as they were born in the Philippines, they could 
have been born in Spain, because genius has no country, genius blossoms everywhere, genius is 
like the light, the air, it is the heritage of all - cosmopolitan 2 like space, like life and like God. 
(Applause)  
 
"The patriarchal era of Filipinas is passing. The illustrious achievements of her children are no 
longer consummated within the home. The Oriental chrysalis is leaving the cocoon. The 
tomorrow of a long day is announced for those regions in brilliant tints and rosy dawns, and that 
race - lethargic during the historical night while the sun lit up other continents - awakens again, 
powerfully moved by the electric shock produced in it by contact with the Western peoples, and 
it clamors for light, life, the civilization that time once gave as its legacy, confirming in this way 
the eternal laws of continual evolution, of transformation, of periodicity, of progress.  
 
"This you know well and you glory in it. To you Filipinas owes the beauty of the diamonds that 
stud her crown. She has given the stones, Europe has polished them. And we contemplate 
proudly, you your work, ours the flame, the breath, the materials provided.(Bravos.)  
 
"They drank there the poetry of nature, a nature great and terrible, and her cataclysms, in her 
evolution, in her dynamism. Nature sweet, tranquil and melancholy in her constant, static 
manifestation. Nature that leaves her imprint on everything she creates and produces. Her 
children take that imprint wherever they go. If you do not believe me, examine their character, 
their work, and no matter how little you may know that nation, you will see them act in 
everything as forming their science, as the soul that presides over all, as the spring in the 
mechanism, as the substantial form, as the raw material. It is impossible not to reflect what is felt 
in oneself, it is impossible to be one thing and to do another; the contradictions are only 
apparent, they are only paradoxes. In The Spoliarium, through that canvas which is not mute, one 
hears the noise of the crowd, the shouts of the slaves, the metallic clanking of the dead bodies' 
armor, the sobbing of orphans, the murmured prayers, with as much vigor and realism as one 
hears the deafening noise of thunder amid the crashing sound of a waterfall or the awesome, 
terrifying shaking of an earthquake. The same nature that births such phenomena also intervenes 
in those brushstrokes. In contrast, in Hidalgo's painting beats the purest sentiment,3 the ideal 
expression of mournfulness, beauty and vulnerability, the victims of brute force, and it is because 
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Hidalgo was born beneath the brilliant azure of that sky, the lullaby of its sea breezes, amid the 
serenity of its lakes, the poetry of its valleys and the majestic harmony of its hills and mountains.  
 
"For this reason, in Luna there are shadows, contrasts, dying light, the mystery and the horror, as 
resonance of the dark tempests of the Tropics, the lightning and the roaring explosions of its 
volcanoes. This is why Hidalgo is all light, color, harmony, sentiment, purity, as Filipinas is in 
her moonlit nights, in her quiet days, with her horizon that invites to meditation, cradle gently 
rocking the infinite. And both of them, despite being so different, at least in appearance, are the 
same in their substance, just as all our hearts are the same despite our notable differences. Both, 
upon reflecting with their palettes the splendor of the Tropical sunlight, transform it into rays of 
eternal glory with which they wreath THEIR COUNTRY -- HUMANITY SUBJECTED TO 
SEVERE TESTS; UNREDEEMED HUMANITY; reason and aspiration in open struggle against 
personal troubles, FANATICISM AND INJUSTICE, because sentiment and opinion will break 
open a path through even the thickest walls; because for them all bodies have pores, all are 
transparent, and if they lack the pen, if the printing press does not second them, then palette and 
brush not only will give pleasure to the eyes -- they will also be eloquent orators.  
 
"If the mother teaches her child her language in order to understand his joys, his needs or pains, 
Spain as a mother also teaches her language to Filipinas, despite the opposition of those short-
sighted midgets who secure their position, INCAPABLE OF LOOKING INTO THE FUTURE 
and not weighing the consequences. Sickly wetnurses, corrupted and corrupting, who tend to 
snuff out all legitimate feeling and pervert the hearts of nations, sowing in them the seeds of 
discords such that later their fruit is harvested: wolfsbane. The death of future generations.  
 
"But I put aside such troubles! Peace to those dead, because dead are they - they have no breath, 
no soul, and the worms feed on them! Let's not evoke their dismal memory; let's not breathe in 
their stench amid our joys! Fortunately the brothers exceed them in numbers; generosity and 
nobility are innate beneath the Spanish skies - you are all its clear proof. You have responded in 
one voice, you have assisted, and you would have done much more, had more been asked of you. 
Seated and participating in our reception and honoring the illustrious sons of Filipinas, you also 
honor Spain; because you know this well - the limits of Spain are neither the Atlantic, nor 
Cantabria, nor the Mediterranean; what meanness it would be were the sea a dike against her 
greatness, her thought. -- Spain is there, there where she makes her beneficent influence felt, and 
even if her flag were to disappear, her memory would remain, eternal, imperishable. What can a 
piece of red and yellow cloth do, what can guns and cannon do, there where the feeling of love, 
of affection, does not spring; WHERE THERE IS NO FUSION OF IDEAS, UNITY OF 
PRINCIPLES, ACCORD AMONGST OPINIONS...? (Prolonged applause.)  
 
"Luna and Hidalgo belong as much to you as to us. You love them and we see in them generous 
aspirations, precious examples. The Filipino youth of Europe, always enthusiastic, and some 
other persons whose hearts remain youthful because of the disinterestedness and enthusiasm that 
mark their actions, offer a crown to Luna, a modest gift, small, yes, compared to our fervor, but it 
is the most spontaneously and freely offered gift of all the ones presented until now.  
 
"However, the gratitude of Filipinas to her illustrious sons was not yet satisfied, and wanting to 
give free rein to the ferment in our thoughts, the feelings overflowing in our hearts and the words 
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that escape from our lips, all of us have come here to this banquet to join our wishes, to 
materialize the mutual embrace of TWO RACES who love and care for each other, UNITED 
morally, socially and politically throughout the space of four centuries, SO THAT IN FUTURE 
THEY MAY FORM ONE SOLE NATION IN SPIRIT,in their duties, their perspectives, their 
privileges. (Applause)  
 
"Therefore I raise a toast to our artists Luna and Hidalgo, legitimate and pure glories of TWO 
PEOPLES! I raise a toast to those who have given them assistance along the painful path of art! I 
offer a toast that the Filipino youth, sacred hope of MY COUNTRY, may imitate such precious 
models and that Mother Spain, 4 solicitous and attentive to the wellbeing of her provinces, may 
soon put into practice the reforms that she has long considered; for the furrow has been plowed 
and the earth is not barren! And finally, I offer a toast to the happiness of parents who, deprived 
of their sons' affection, from those distant regions follow them with tearful gaze and beating 
heart through the seas and the distance, sacrificing on the altar of the common good the sweet 
consolations that are so scarce in life's twilight - precious and solitary winter flowers blooming 
beside the tomb's snow mantled borders. (Warm applause, congratulations to the speaker.)" 
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Spoliarium, Juan Luna (National Gallery of Art, National Museum) 

 
Virgenes Cristianas Expuestas Al Populacho (Christian Virgins Exposed to the Mob),  

Felix Resurrección Hidalgo (Metropolitan Museum of Manila) 
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CONSTITUTION OF THE LIGA FILIPINA ∗∗∗∗ 
 

José Rizal 
 

Ends: 
 

1.   To unite the whole archipelago into one compact, vigorous, and homogeneous body. 
 
2.   Mutual protection in every want and necessity. 
 
3.   Defense against all violence and injustice. 
 
4.   Encouragement of instruction, agriculture, and commerce. 
 
5.   Study and application of reforms. 

 
Motto: Unus instar ómnium [One like all.] 
 
Form: 

 
1.   To set these ends in operation, a Popular Council, a Provincial Council, and a Supreme 

Council shall be created. 
 
2.   Each Council shall consist of a Chief, a Fiscal, a Treasurer, a Secretary, and members. 
 
3.   The Supreme Council shall consist of the Provincial Chiefs, just as the Provincial Council 

shall be composed of the Popular Chiefs. 
 
4.   The Supreme Council shall have command of the Liga Filipina, and shall deal directly 

with the Provincial Chiefs and Popular Chiefs. 
 
5.   The Provincial Council shall have command of the Popular Chiefs. 
 
6.   The Popular Council only shall have command of the members. 
 
7.   Each Provincial Council and Popular Council shall adopt a name different from that of 

their locality or region. 
 
Duties of the Members: 

 
1.   They shall pay monthly dues of ten centimos. 
 
2.   They shall obey blindly and promptly every order emanating from a Council or a Chief. 
 

                                                 
∗  Translation from the Spanish by Emma Helen Blair and James Alexander Robertson, eds, The Philippine 
Islands: 1493-1898, Vol. LII (1903), 217-226. 
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3.   They shall inform the Fiscal of their Council of whatever they note or hear that has 
reference to the Liga Filipina. 

 
4.   They shall preserve the most absolute secrecy in regard to the decisions of the Council. 
 
5.   In all walks of life, preference shall be given to the members.  Nothing shall be bought 

except in the shop of a member, or whenever anything is sold to a member, he shall have 
a rebate.  Circumstances being equal, the member shall always be favored.  Every 
infraction of this article shall be severely punished. 

 
6.   The member who does not help another member in the case of need or danger, although 

able to do so, shall be punished, and at least the same penalty suffered by the other shall 
be imposed on him. 

 
7.   Each member, on affiliation, shall adopt a new name of his own choice, and shall not be 

able to change the same unless he becomes a Provincial Chief. 
 
8.   He shall bring to each Council a service [trabajo; evidently a service done for the 

organization], an observation, a study, or a new candidate. 
 
9.   He shall not submit to any humiliation or treat anyone with contempt. 

 
Duties of the Chief: 

 
1.    He shall continually watch over the life of his Council. L He shall memorize the new and 

real names of all the Councils if he is the Supreme Chief, and if only a Popular Chief 
those of all his affiliated members. 

 
2.    He shall constantly study means to unite his subordinates and place them in quick 

communication. 
 
3.    He shall study and remedy the necessities of the Liga Filipina, of the Provincial Council, 

or of the Popular Council, according as he is Supreme Chief, Provincial Chief, or 
Popular Chief. 

 
4.    He shall heed all the observations, communications and petitions which are made to him, 

and shall immediately communicate them to the proper person. 
 
5.    In danger, he shall be the first, and he shall be the first to be held responsible for 

whatever occurs within a Council. 
 
6.    He shall furnish an example by his subordination to his superior chiefs, so that he may be 

obeyed in his turn. 
 
7.    He shall see to the very last member, the personification of the entire Liga Filipina. 
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8.    The omissions of the authorities shall be punished with greater severity than those of the 
simple members. 

 
Duties of the Fiscal: 

 
1.    The Fiscal shall see to it that all comply with their duty. 
 
2.    He shall accuse in the presence of the Council every infraction or failure to perform his 

duty in any member of the Council. 
 
3.    He shall inform the Council of every danger or persecution. 
 
4.    He shall investigate the condition of the funds of the Council 

 
Duties of the Treasurer: 

 
1.    He shall enter in a ledger the new names of the members forming the Council. 
 
2.    He shall render strict monthly account of the dues received, noted by the members 

themselves, with their special countermarks. 
 
3.    He shall give a receipt and shall have a note of it made in the ledger in the hand of the 

donor, for every gift in excess of one peso and not over fifty.  
 
4.    The Popular Treasurer shall keep in the treasury of the Popular Council, the third part of 

the dues collected, for the necessities of the same.  The remainder, whenever it exceeds 
the sum of ten pesos, shall be delivered to the Provincial Treasurer, to whom he shall 
show his ledger, and himself writing in the ledger of the Provincial Treasurer the amount 
delivered.  The Provincial Treasurer shall then give a receipt, and if it is in accordance 
with the accounts, shall place his O.K. in the ledger of the other.  Like proceedings shall 
follow when the Provincial Treasurer delivers funds in excess of ten pesos to the 
Supreme Treasurer. 

 
5.   The Provincial Treasurer shall retain from the sums handed to him by the Popular 

Treasurer one-tenth part for the expenses of the Provincial Council. 
 
6.   Whenever any member desires to give the Liga Filipina a sum in excess of fifty pesos, he 

shall deposit the sum in a safe bank, under his vulgar name and then shall deliver the 
receipt to the Treasurer of his choice. 

 
Duties of the Secretary: 

 
1.    At each meeting he shall keep a record of proceedings, and shall announce what is to be 

done. 
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2.    He shall have charge of the correspondence of the Council.  In case of absence or 
incapacity, every authority shall name a substitute, until the council name one to fill his 
place. 

 
Rights of the members: 

 
1.     Every member has a right to the moral, material, and pecuniary aid of his Council and of 

the Liga Filipina. 
 
2.     He may demand that all the members favor him in his trade or profession whenever he 

offers as many guaranties as others.  For this protection, he shall transmit to his Popular 
Chief his real name and his footing, so that the latter may hand it to the Supreme Chief 
who shall inform all the members of the Liga Filipina of it by the proper means. 

 
3.     In any want, injury, or injustice, the member may invoke the whole aid of the Liga 

Filipina. 
 
4.     He may request capital for an enterprise whenever there are funds in the treasury. 
 
5.     He may demand a rebate of all the institutions or members sustained directly by the 

Liga Filipina, for all articles [sold him] or services rendered him. 
 
6.      No member shall be judged without first being allowed his defense. 

 
Rights of the Secretary [sic; Chief?] 

 
1.     He shall not be discussed unless an accusation of the Fiscal precede. 
 
2.     For want of time and opportunity, he may act by and with himself, as he has the 

obligation to perform the charges which may be laid on him. 
 
3.     Within the Council he shall be the judge of every question or dispute. 
 
4.     He shall be the only one who shall be empowered to know the real names of his 

members or subordinates. 
 
5.     He shall have ample power to organize the details of the meetings, communications, and 

undertakings, for their efficacy, security, and rapid dispatch. 
 
6.     Whenever a Popular Council is sufficiently numerous, the Provincial Chief may create 

other subordinate Councils after first appointing the authorities.  Once constituted, he 
shall allow them to elect their authorities according to the regulations. 

 
7.     Every Chief shall be empowered to establish a Council in a village where none exists, 

after which he shall inform the Supreme Council or Provincial Council. 
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8.     The Chief shall appoint the Secretary. 
 
Rights of the Fiscal: 

 
1.    He shall cause every accused person to go out or appear while his case is being discussed 

in the Council. 
 
2.    He shall be able to examine the ledgers at any time. 

 
Rights of the Treasurer: 

 
He shall dispose of the funds in an urgent and imperious necessity of any member or of the 
Council, with the obligation of giving account and answering before the tribunal of the Liga 
Filipina. 

 
Rights of the Secretary: 

He may convoke extra meetings or assemblies in addition to the monthly meetings. 
 
Investment of the funds: 

 
1.     The member or his son, who while not having means, shall show application and great 

capacities, shall be sustained. 
 
2.     The poor shall be supported in his right against any powerful person. 
 
3.     The members who shall have suffered loss shall be aided. 
 
4.     Capital shall be loaned to the member who shall need it for an industry or for 

agriculture. 
 
5.     The introduction of machines and industries, new or necessary in the country shall be 

favored. 
 
6.     Shops, stores, and establishments shall be opened, where the members may be 

accommodated more economically than elsewhere. 
 
The Supreme Chief shall have power to dispose of the funds in needy cases, whenever 
he later renders an account to the Supreme Council. 

 
General Rules: 

 
1.      No one shall be admitted without a previous and unanimous vote of the Council of his 

village, and without satisfying the tests to which he must submit. 
 
2.      Offices shall end every two years, except when there is an accusation by the Fiscal. 
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3.      In order to obtain the posts, three-fourths of all the votes present shall be required. 
 
4.      The members shall elect the Popular Chief, the Popular Fiscal, and the Popular 

Treasurer. The Popular authorities shall elect the Provincial authorities; and the 
Provincial authorities shall elect the Supreme authorities. 

 
5.      Every time that a member becomes the Popular Chief, that fact shall be communicated 

to the Supreme Chief, together with his new and old names; and the same shall be done 
whenever a new Council shall be founded. 

 
6.      Communications in ordinary times, shall bear only the symbolical names both of the 

writer and of the persons for whom they are intended, and the course to be pursued 
shall be from the member to the Popular Chief, from the latter to the Provincial Chief or 
the Supreme Chief, and vice versa.  In extraordinary cases alone shall these formalities 
be omitted.  However, in any time or place, the Supreme Chief may address anyone 
directly. 

 
7.      It is not necessary for all the members of a Council to be present to render decisions 

valid.  It shall be sufficient if one-half the members are present and one of the 
authorities. 

 
8. In critical moments, each Council shall be considered as the safeguard of the Liga 

Filipina, and if for any cause or other the other Councils are dissolved or disappear, each 
Council, each Chief, each member, shall take upon himself the mission of reorganizing 
and reestablishing them. 

 
 
 
This constitution was partly printed at London, at the London Printing Press, No. 25 Khulug 
St.[see correction below], in both Spanish and Tagalog.  Those parts printed (the ends, duties of 
the members, and the general rules) contain some changes from Rizal’s MS.  Preceding the 
constitution proper is the membership pledge to the Liga. It is as follows: 
 
“Number.  . . .  To . . . of . . .  I . . . of . . . years of age, of . . . state profession . . ., as a chosen son 
of Filipinas, declare under formal oath that I know and entirely understand the ends aimed at by 
the Liga Filipina, whose text appears on the back of the present.  Therefore, I submit myself, and 
of my own accord petition the chief . . . of this province, to admit me as a member and coworker 
in the same, and for that purpose I am ready to unconditionally lend the necessary proofs that 
may be demanded of me, in testimony of my sincere adhesion!” 
 
The ends of this printed text are the same as those of the MS.  The motto is the same, and there is 
also a place for a countersign.  The duties of the members are somewhat changed, the changes 
being as follows:  
 
“1. He shall pay two pesos for one single time, as an entrance fee, and fifty centimos as a 
monthly fee, from the month of his entrance. 2. With the consciousness of what he owes to his 
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fatherland, for whose prosperity and through the welfare that he ought to covet for his parents, 
children, brothers and sisters, and the beloved beings who surround them, he must sacrifice 
every personal interest, and blindly and promptly obey every command, every order, verbal or 
written, which emanates from his Council or from the Provincial Chief.  3. He shall immediately 
inform, and without the loss of a moment, the authorities of his Council of whatever he sees, 
notes, or hears that constitutes danger for the tranquility of the Liga Filipina or anything 
touching it.  He shall earnestly endeavor to be sincere, truthful, and minute in all that he shall 
have to communicate.  4. He shall observe the utmost secrecy in regard to the deeds, acts, and 
decisions of his Council and of the Liga Filipina in general from the profane, even though they 
be his parents, brothers, and sisters, children, etc., at the cost of his own life, for this is the 
means by which the member will obtain what he most desires in life.”  Articles 5, 6, 7, 8, and 9 
are the same.  The general rules of the printed version are as follows: “In order that the 
candidate may be admitted as a member to the Liga Filipina, he must possess morality, good 
habits, no have been proceeded against justifiably as a robber, shall not be a gambler, drunkard, 
or libertine.  The candidate must solicit and petition his entrance from a member; and the latter 
shall communicate it to his Fiscal, for the investigations that must be made in regard to his 
conduct. 
 
On Dec. 30, 1903, a monument was erected to Rizal, to his companions, and to other founders of 
the Liga Filipina by the village of Tondo, on a site given by Timoteo Paez, one of the members of 
the Liga.  On the monument is the following inscription: “Remember [this word in English, the 
rest in Spanish].  Facing the site and at house No. 176 Ilaya St., Dr. Rizal founded and 
inaugurated on the night of July 3, 1892, the Liga Filipina, a national secret society, with the 
assistance and approval of the following gentlemen: Founder, Dr. Rizal; shot.  Board of 
directors – president, Ambrosio Salvador; arrested.  Fiscal, Agustin de la Rosa; arrested.  
Treasurer, Bonifacio Arevalo; arrested.  Secretary, Deodato Arellano; first president of the 
national war Katipunan society; arrested. L Members – Andres Bonifacio; supreme head of the 
Katipunan, who uttered the first war cry against tyranny, August 24, 1896. Mamerto Natividad; 
seconded, in Nueva Ecija, the monument of Andres Bonifacio, August 28, 1896; shot.  Domingo 
Franco; supreme head of the Liga Filipina; shot.  Moises Salvador; venerable master of the 
respected lodge, Balagtas; shot. Numeriano Adriano; first guard of the respected lodge Taliba; 
shot.  Apolinario Mabini; legislator; arrested.  Ambrosio Rianzarews Bautista; first patriot of 
‘768; arrested.  Timoteo Lanuza; initiator of the manifestation for the expulsion of the friars in 
1888; arrested.  Marcelino de Santos; arbitrator and protector of La Solidaridad, the Filipino 
organ in Madrid; arrested. Paulino Zamora; venerable master of the respected lodge, Lusong; 
deported. L Juan Zulueta; member of the respected lodge, Lusong; died.  Doroteo Ongjunco; 
member of the respected lodge, Lusong; owner of the house. Arcadio del Rosario; orator of the 
respected lodge, Balagtas; arrested.  Timoteo Paez; arrested.” – EPIFANIO DE LOS SANTOS. 
 
See Retana’s account of the Liga in Nuestro Tiempo for Aug. 10, 1905, pp. 202-211.  He says 
mistakenly that the constitution was printed in Hong Kong. [Jim Richardson:  Actually Retana 
was correct the booklet was, in fact, printed in Hong Kong. It purported to be printed in 
London to deliberately mislead the Spanish.  Rizal sent his draft of the constitution to his good 
friend, José Basa who probably had the pamphlet both printed and smuggled back into the 
Philippines.] 
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MANIFESTO TO CERTAIN FILIPINOS  
 

José Rizal 
 
[In August, 1896, the Katipunan was prematurely discovered by the Spanish authorities. 
Bonifacio escaped capture and on the 26th of that month, at Balintawak on the outskirts of 
Manila, raised the cry of revolt. Rizal, who had earlier refused to lead the revolt, volunteered for 
service in Cuba as an army surgeon, but was brought back when already on his way there to 
stand trial for his life on a charge of treason. While awaiting trial, he tried to stop the rebellion 
by writing a "Manifesto to Certain Filipinos." The Spanish authorities decided not to release it, 
for as the Judge Advocate General noted, "Dr. Jose Rizal limits himself to criticizing the present 
insurrectionary movement as premature," and that "as far as Rizal is concerned, the whole 
question is one of opportunity, not of principles and objectives;" and hence that "a message of 
this sort, far from promoting peace, is likely to stimulate for the future the spirit of rebellion."]∗   
 
Fellow countrymen: Upon my return from Spain I learned that my name was being used as a 
rallying cry by some who had taken up arms. This information surprised and grieved me but 
thinking that the whole affair was finished, I refrained from commenting on something that could 
no longer be remedied. Now, rumors reach me that the disturbances have not ceased. It may be 
that persons continue to use my name in good or in bad faith; if so, wishing to put a stop to this 
abuse and to undeceive the gullible, I hasten to address these lines to you that the truth may be 
known. From the very beginning, when I first received information of what was being planned, I 
opposed it, I fought against it, and I made clear that it was absolutely impossible.  This is the 
truth, and they are still alive who can bear witness to my words. I was convinced that the very 
idea was wholly absurd -- worse than absurd -- it was disastrous. I did more than this. When later 
on, in spite of my urgings, the uprising broke out, I came forward voluntarily to offer not only 
my services but my life and even my good name in order that they may use me in any manner 
they may think opportune to smother the rebellion. For I was convinced of the evils which that 
rebellion would bring in its train, and so I considered it a privilege if at whatever sacrifice I could 
ward off so much useless suffering. This is also of record. 
 
Fellow countrymen: I have given many proofs that I desire as much as the next man liberties for 
our country; I continue to desire them. But I laid down as a prerequisite the education of the 
people in order that by means of such instruction, and by hard work, they may acquire a 
personality of their own and so become worthy of such liberties. In my writings I have 
recommended study and the civic virtues, without which no redemption is possible. I have also 
written (and my words have been repeated by others) that reforms, if they are to bear fruit, must 
come from above, for reforms that come from below are upheavals both violent and transitory. 
Thoroughly imbued with these ideas, I cannot do less than condemn, as I do condemn, this 
ridiculous and barbarous uprising, plotted behind my back, which both dishonors us Filipinos 
and discredits those who might have taken our part. I abominate the crimes for which it is 
responsible and I will have no part in it. With all my heart I am sorry for those who have rashly 

                                                 
∗  Introductory note and translation from Spanish by Horacio de la Costa, S.J., Readings in Philippine History 
(Makati:  Bookmark,  1962, 1992), 206-207;  See also Horacio de la Costa, S.J., ed, The Trial of Rizal:  W.E. 
Retana’s Transcription of the Official Spanish Documents (Quezon City:  Ateneo de Manila University Press, 1961), 
118-119. 
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allowed themselves to be deceived. Let them, then, return to their homes, and may God pardon 
those who have acted in bad faith. 
 
José Rizal 
Real Fuerza de Santiago 
15 December 1896 
 


